Cell Phone and Electronic Devices Policy

Learners may not bring cell phones, smart watches, iPods, MP3 players, laptops or any other electronic
device to school.

The decision has been necessitated to avoid the following problems:

e Disturbance and lack of attention during class time or assembly.

e The disruption caused when the school assists a distraught learner whose cell phone has been
misplaced or stolen.

e Dishonest requests to leave the classroom to make phone calls.

e Cheating during assessments.

e The “borrowing” of a younger learner’s cell phone which is in effect bullying.

e Unwise contact with parents when learners are upset for various reasons.

e Abusive and/or vulgar text messaging.

e |nappropriate posting of pictures or text on social media.

Liability Clause

Jabulane Christian Academy will not be held responsible for lost, stolen or damaged cell phones or
other electronic devices. The school will also not be responsible for the misuse of a cell phone or other
electronic devices by any individual or for another person’s actions, or the quality and content of the
messaging.

Procedures

Should a learner not adhere to the policy, it will be classified as a level 1 offence. The following
corrective sanctions will apply:

e Should the offence happen for the first time during the term, the cell phone or electronic
device will be confiscated for two days and will only be released to parents.

e Should the offence happen for a second time during the term, the cell phone or electronic
device will be confiscated for one week (seven days) and will only be released to Parents.

e Should the offence happen for a third and any consecutive time thereafter during the term,
the cell phone or electronic device will be confiscated for 3 weeks (21 days) and will only be
released to parents.

In the case of an emergency, the learner will be allowed to use the school office phone to contact their
parent. Should a parent need to communicate with their child during school hours, the parent can
contact the school office who will pass on the message to the learner.

Exceptions can be considered under special circumstances where a parent can request for their child
to bring a cell phone to school, by stating the request and reason in writing to the school office. This
will be a once off exception and not a long-term arrangement. The learner will need to submit the
labelled cell phone to the school office for safekeeping before the commencement of the academic
day and fetch it after school.



